Connection Group Discussion Questions
For the week of November 22, 2015

Romans 1:19-20

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
19

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it
to them. 20 Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine
nature, invisible though they are, have been understood and seen through the
things he has made. So they are without excuse;
Common English Bible (CEB)
19

This is because what is known about God should be plain to them because God
made it plain to them. 20 Ever since the creation of the world, God’s invisible
qualities—God’s eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen,
because they are understood through the things God has made. So humans are
without excuse.

Connection Questions:
1. What is the goal of scientific endeavors?

2. What is the goal of our religious endeavors?

3. If both religious and scientific endeavors are gifts of God how does knowing
their boundaries help us in understanding our world?
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4. In Romans 1:19-20, Paul says to the Gentile Church that recognizing that
God created the world should affect the choices we make. How does
recognizing God as Creator affect the choices we make? How does it affect
how we approach science?

5. In 1633, a Tribunal of the church punished Galileo for promoting the
shocking notion that the earth moves around the sun and not the other
way around. He was placed under arrest for his statement. Do you believe
the church overstepped its boundary in its response to Galileo’s statement?
Why or why not?

6. When we do not recognize God as our creator, what are the consequences?

7. In Romans 1:18 Paul says, “… the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and wickedness of those who by their wickedness
suppress the truth.” Discuss what you think Paul means by this statement.
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8. When science believes in the power of God, there is a respect and care for
God’s precious gift of life and the directions it takes and how boundaries
are set. Discuss what you think this statement means and give examples of
when you think science has made decisions with this in mind.

9. Rabbi Hardd Kushner says, “For the person of integrity, life may not be easy
but it is simple. Figure out what is right and do it. All other considerations
come in second.” How can one do both religion and science and do both
with integrity?
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