Connection Group Discussion Questions
For the week of November 8, 2015

Genesis 1:1-19

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there
was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light
from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
6

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated
the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the
dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there
was morning, the second day.
9

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth,
and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it
was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding
seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And
it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind,
and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was
good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
14

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years,
15
and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And
it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and
the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of
the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and
to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And
there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
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New International Version (NIV)
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of
God was hovering over the waters.
3

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light
was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light
“day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was
morning—the first day.
6

And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from
water.” 7 So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the
water above it. And it was so. 8 God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening,
and there was morning—the second day.
9

And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry
ground appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the
gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good.
11

Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees
on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it
was so. 12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their
kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw
that it was good. 13 And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.
14

And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day
from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and
years, 15 and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.”
And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day
and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in
the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night,
and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there
was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.
Connection Questions:
1. How does a person’s belief in creationism vs. evolution impact how he/she
views the world?
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2. The Intelligent Design Theory is not biblical creationism. How does the
belief in creationism related to the Theory of Intelligent Design?

3. Why are there two different Creation accounts in Genesis chapters 1-2?
What are the primary contradictions between the two accounts? How do
the accounts complement each other? Does it bother you or not that there
are differing accounts of creation in Genesis?

4. Do you think that creationism alongside evolution should be taught in
public schools? Discuss.

5. The “God Particle” was discovered three years ago. Does quantum
mechanics make it easier to believe in God or not?

6. Does knowing the relative size of earth compared to the vastness of the
universe make you feel less important or more important in relationship to
God? Discuss.
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