Connection Group Discussion Questions
For the week of August 23, 2015

1 Kings 19:9-16

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
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At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there.

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts;
for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life,
to take it away.”
11

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in
the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the
earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire;
and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his
face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there
came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered,
“I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with
the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15 Then
the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus;
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.

Common English Bible (CEB)
9

There he went into a cave and spent the night.

The LORD’s word came to him and said, “Why are you here, Elijah?”
10

Elijah replied, “I’ve been very passionate for the LORD God of heavenly forces
because the Israelites have abandoned your covenant. They have torn down your
altars, and they have murdered your prophets with the sword. I’m the only one
left, and now they want to take my life too!”
1

11

The LORD said, “Go out and stand at the mountain before the LORD. The LORD is
passing by.” A very strong wind tore through the mountains and broke apart the
stones before the LORD. But the LORD wasn’t in the wind. After the wind, there was
an earthquake. But the LORD wasn’t in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake,
there was a fire. But the LORD wasn’t in the fire. After the fire, there was a sound.
Thin. Quiet. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his coat. He went out
and stood at the cave’s entrance. A voice came to him and said, “Why are you
here, Elijah?”
14

He said, “I’ve been very passionate for the LORD God of heavenly forces because
the Israelites have abandoned your covenant. They have torn down your altars,
and they have murdered your prophets with the sword. I’m the only one left, and
now they want to take my life too.”
15

The LORD said to him, “Go back through the desert to Damascus and anoint
Hazael as king of Aram. 16 Also anoint Jehu, Nimshi’s son, as king of Israel; and
anoint Elisha from Abel-meholah, Shaphat’s son, to succeed you as prophet.

Connection Questions:
1. Read 1 Kings 18:19-40. What was the challenge on Mt. Carmel? Why is it
significant to Elijah’s relationship with God?

2. Can you think of a time that you were positive of God’s hand in an event?
Please share.
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3. Read the remaining verses of the chapter. What power and strength did
God give Elijah?

4. Read 1 Kings 19:1-4. To where did Elijah flee? Why was he afraid?

5. Read 1 Kings 19:5-8. How did God reach out to Elijah? What does this
passage tell you about mind, body, spirit intertwined?

6. Read 1 Kings 19:9-15. God asks why Elijah is there. God wants Elijah to
realize he should be somewhere else. Where did God want Elijah to be?
Think of a situation in which you were stuck in a “place” where God did not
want you.

7. Hebrews expected to find God in the huge events such as fire and wind. But
God appeared to Elijah in stillness. A whisper can only be heard when…
How can you become close enough to God to hear a whisper?
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