Connection Group Discussion Questions
For the week of March 1, 2015

Luke 4:18-21

NRSV (New Revised Standard Version)
18

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the year
of the Lord’s favor.” 20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant,
and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he
began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

NIV (New International Version)
18

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners recovery
of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the
Lord’s favor.” 20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat
down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began
by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

Connection Questions:
1. Describe what you think a lifestyle looks like that is in alignment with the
kingdom of God.
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2. How would you describe the lifestyle of a faithful Jewish person compared
to the lifestyle Jesus was espousing?

3. How would a capitalist’s lifestyle compare to the lifestyle Jesus was
espousing?

4. How important is self-reflection in the development of the Christian life?

5. Why were the Roman and Jewish officials threatened by the revolutionary
message of Jesus?

6. Respond to the statement that the revolutionary lifestyle that Jesus
proposed was not inward focused.

7. What part does holiness play in being God’s hands and feet in the world?
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8. What issues arise if the holiness process is emphasized over social justice?
What issues arise when social justice is emphasized over the holiness
process?

9. Would you agree there needs to be a balance between holiness and social
justice? If so, discuss what the process would look like.

10.Surveys say approximately 39% of worshiping communities are men.
Discuss why you think men are not as involved in worship as women.

11.Why did Jesus make the point that when we reach out to the marginalized,
we reach out to God?
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