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Confirmation Retreat make- up 

Many modes of transportation utilize a G.P.S. – Global Positioning System.

A GPS system uses satellites to pinpoint your location.  It can give you a lot of information, including where you are, how fast you are going, how far away you are from your destination and when you will get there.
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As Christians we can use a GPS –

God Positioning System.

This GPS helps us to make decisions and is our guide throughout life.  When we feel lost and alone, we can “plug” into our GPS to help us on our way.

How can YOU use your God Positioning System in your daily life?  Give three examples.

1)

2)

3)

Have you ever been lost?             Describe where and how it made you feel.

There is a four-winds prayer from the Lakota tradition.  Please pray this now:

“O God, you are my True North.

I seek the wisdom of directions.

From each direction, I return to Christ, my center point.

Let me be silent as I face my center point.  

From the east, the direction of the rising sun, 

I gain wisdom and understanding.

From the south comes warmth and energy.

From the west comes refreshing rain and new life.

From the north comes the strong winds of winter and the cooling breezes of summer.” 

If you walked a path in each direction, the sacred paths would form a cross.  When we return to the center, we discover Christ, who calls us, loves us, challenges us, and leads us onward.  Jesus Christ is our “true north.”

Answer the following questions:

1) What people or things do you depend upon to give you meaning and purpose?

2) How do these people or things get you off track from where God wants you to be?

3) How do these people or things cause you to be different than who God wants you to be?

4) How can you focus completely on the fact that you were created in God’s image and only be concerned about how God sees you and who God wants you to be?

From morning devotion at retreat:

“In Galileo’s time of the early 1600’s, people still believed that the sun rotated or revolved around the earth.  Galileo developed the theory of heliocentrism in which he proposed that people had it all wrong and that in fact, the earth revolved around the sun.  Let’s suppose that what Galileo was really trying to get at is that we have it all wrong.  That we walk around believing God exists only to make us happy, to meet our needs, to help us get what we want.  That God created us and now just revolves around us wanting to please us.  And Galileo is like, NO, NO, this is al wrong.  God created you, but God created you in god’s image and you are meant to revolve around God.  God doesn’t revolve around you. God is all that is true and holy and pure, and your life should revolve around God.”

Write your ideas to these questions:

1) How do you act as if God is NOT the center of your life?  How do you act as if your life does not revolve around God?

2)  What would be different in your life if you were to be completely focused on God as the center of your life and if you looked to your TRUE NORTH?

Treasure Hunt through the Bible:

Treasure One:

Read Genesis 1:27.  According to this scripture, I am __________________

_________________________________________________.

Draw a caricature of yourself here.

Treasure Two:

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-19.  Now discuss:

1) What have people told you about the time when you were born?

2) What does it mean to you to be a “new creation” in Christ?

Treasure Three

Read 2 Corinthians 1:8-11.  Discuss.

1) Have you ever been rescued from something?  What happened?

2) What does this scripture say about being rescued?

Treasure Four

Read James 1:12-16.  Discuss.

1) What does this scripture say about temptation?

2) Describe a temptation that is a sticky situation for you.  This usually involves peer pressure of some kind.

Treasure Five

Read Romans 12:3-12.  Discuss.

1) What does it mean to you to be part of a church family or youth group?

2) How do the marks of a Christian in Romans 12:9-18 contribute to teamwork?  To being a part of a church family?

Treasure Six

Read Romans 1:7.  Discuss.

1) Where were the saints in this scripture?

2) Did you know that in the New Testament any committed Christian is called a saint?  What would it mean to you to be a saint?

3) The church has often created symbols to describe the saints of our past.  Create a symbol describing who you are.

Treasure Seven

Read Acts 2:42-47.  Discuss.


     1)  How were the people in the scripture “walking the talk”?

Treasure Eight

Matthew 28:19-20.  Discuss.

1) This scripture is called The Great Commission.  What does Jesus ask his disciples to do in this scripture?

2) Create a bumper sticker below that is about God’s love.


Treasure Nine

Read 1 John 3:11.  Discuss.

1) Where do you see Christians loving one another?

2) What helps you love and care for another person?

3) What makes it difficult to love and care for another person?











